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department of the interior,
TJ. S. PATENT OFFICE,

WASHINGTON, F ebruary 15,

&.CJL.

To
S I

In ordor to faoilitivto your compliance with the laws, and the  regulations w W i ,  <fT ......!" ,l   ...... f™. lr “ ......... J »  °„  of copyright w ork, and copi“ „ f '

Wi.hiuiirlmi. vour attention is requested to tlie subjoined l e g i s l a t e  enactments  bear ing  on t lKiihjoot: °  1 10

AN ACT to amend the several acts respecting copyrights, approved February  3 183 j

Sko.-I. And l>e it further emoted, That  no person shall be entitled to the benefit o f  tv,;, t iimIosn ho shall, boforo publication, deposit a printed copy of the title of such book or lmnl- act 
chart, musical composition, print, cut, or engraving, in the clerk 's nf ti r  * • maP>
(ho (listriel wherein the author or proprietor shall rSude: and the clerk o f such t  C?urt of 
■.......... ................ .. *» “ •? fhrtlnvitli, in a  book to be t e p ,  t  X t  ° Z  "  ' T I P '

1 11 - —i _£• j.i A , x in rnei --------
U I V  M « »  ^  .  -  w -

iWroctccl attd rocjTuvGu tu iw v iu  v.-w — ......>v<>r«I following (giving a copy of# the  title, undo- the  seal o f  ifoe court, to th e  said a u th o r  or
proprietor, whenever ho shall require the  same:) “ District o f ----------, to wit: Be i t  rem em bered
that, on I lie --------dnv nf----------. mmo Domini A n  h«fh HAnncIfe/i(lav of

’T i l  of th e  said district,  ha th  deposi ted  in
that on tin'-------- v*----------- > ...... ~ — .......-this office tho title of a book, (map, chart, or otherwise, as the  case may be,) th e  t i t le  of which is 
in (he words following, to wit: (hero insert the  title;) the  r igh t  whereof  he claims as au thor ,  (or 
proprietor, ns the case may be,) in conformity with an act of- Congress enti t led  ‘ An ac t  to amend 
the several acts respecting copyrights.’ C D, clerk of the  d is tr ic t .”  For  which record  the  clerk 
shall bo entitled to receive, from the person claiming such r ight  as aforesaid, fifty cents ;  and th e  
like sum for every copy, under seal, actually given to such person or his assigns. And the au tho r• • * ̂  * -1 9 1 * ' • • • i i i

\nd it shall ho the duty of the clerk of each district court, a t  least once in every  year, to  t ran sm it  
a certified list of all such records of copyright, including the titles so recorded and the dates 
of record, and also all the several copies of books or other works deposited in his office according 
to this act, to the Secretary of State, to be preserved in his office.

By the 8th section of an Act providing for keeping and distr ibuting all public  documents,
approved February 5, 1851), it is provided tha t  all copyright works and records previously
deposited at the Department of State shall be removed to the Department of th e  Interior,  which
Department shall thenceforth have charge of all matters pertaining to copyright,  in like m anner
as hitherto the Department of State; and, by the 1st section of an Act approved  March 3, 18G5,
h e  provisions ol I lie act of 1831 are extended to photographs and the negatives thereof  as prin ts  
and engravings, » ;j4 ~

r  /

As all the nets ot Congress relating to copyrights are designed to promote tlie acquisition 
j ‘‘ 1 \ J l!>.loni “ knowledge, and to encourage the  production and  ̂ publication of works of art, it 
roods 'nr? HH>n hold t in t  stamps, labels, and o thsr  trad w n  irks of any m inuf ic tured article, 
i*Usmn  ^'^hamhso, are not embraced within the  meaning of the  acts.* When any production

{ ° h having a value in itself, and intended for sale as such, it p roperly  .>■



2

comes within the provisions of the copyright law; but when, however * artistic 11 
not produced for sale as a work of art. but is designed to be affixed in the nvn * '  .
manufactured article, it then plainly falls under the act relating to p a te n ts  ° f H Cl i‘l i* 
consequently cannot be protected by copyright. ‘ *°r *o *

of tl 
cert 
the

will be furnished as they are required.  ̂ which
When the list of copyrights exceedsf one sheet, all the sheets of which it i$ eon 

be securely fastened together, so as to form one document, and to it should be anneiid..T°Se( **JI0UW 
in the following or an equivalent form : a cerhficate

D is t r ic t  C o u r t  of t b r  U xITRD Statr ,
District o f-  K ' ’

hereby certify that the foregoing is a true list of all the records of copyrights, including the titles 
and the dates of record, of books and other works secured at this office from
A .D . both days inclusive.

A. D. torecorded

(Signed)
Oleri o f  the District.

The law requires th a t the copyright publications shall bo forw arded 44 at least once in 
year;”  but, for the  sake of convenience, it has been the practice of the clerks of those dUtr*6' ^ ’ 
which a  large num ber of copyrigh ts are g ran ted , to send the publications to Washington every v ' 
or th ree  months. I t  is requested  th a t th is practice  be continued. °  * >lX

T he duties respecting copyrights devolved upon the D epartm ent of the Interior by the act of 
1859 having been assigned to the P a ten t Office, it is requested  th a t  all cases and package* of 
copyrigh t publications be forwarded by express, addressed to the  Commissioner of Patents! and 
distinctly  m arked “Copyright m atte r.”  The expense of transportation  will be paid at this 0ffico 

I t  is held th a t the fee prescribed by the 4 th  section of the  act of 1831 was designed to afford 
compensation for all the  services requ ired  under its provisions.

I am, very respectfully, yours,

Commissioner

s
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