
'o the Senale and Howe of Rep esentativm 3 the United States: 

THE undersigned, Men of Letters and Citizens of the United btates, interested in many ways in 
the cause of Literature, petition your honorable bodies for the -passage of a law for the proper regu- 
lation of the copyright of books. Having considered the matter in all its various aspects, and under 
all the light shed upon it by the repeated discussions of the last few years, they beg respectfully to 

od reason has been or can be ass~gned ; which is unjust in the 
s in its practical operations. 

That the author of a book is the sole and exclusive @ner of it, as m ch as t. farmer i s  of his 
land, or the merchant uf his bale of goods ; and that, whe~her he be a nati A \  6f this ntry or of a 
foreign country, the Republic is bound, by the recognized morality of every enlightened and christia~i 
people, to enrantee and defend his property against invasion, as much as it is bounrl t~ protect the 

,.C_ - 4 
y .  \ - . ' ordinary commodities of commerce. 

* -  > 
That the American government, by deny~ng to foreign authors the copy-right of their books, while 

it is grossly unjust towards them, inflicts an irreparable injury upon its own authors, by compelling 
.them to enter the rnarlcet under a system of the most disabrantageous corn 
channels of circulation with an unpdd and often corrupt foreign literature, 
not to the entire extinction, of all sound and healthful native products. 

That the reading of the American people does not, at this time, harmonize with their just desires, 

That the business of book publishing, which is one of vast public conseqllence, h 
irregular and uncertain traffic, diocouragiag to the empbymentnf swnd mercantile indu 

That American nuhors, while they deprecate ambrely dollar and cent diacuasion of this q u e e t h ,  
&y desire, notbmg more, the good will and affection of their countlymen, would at all times 
desire that books should be furnishkl to them at such rsteR as to secure tho widest circulation and 
most g w r d  usefulness. 
a& a d v e  literature may be said, without disparagement to other md W r a  perally ream+ 

public uervice, to be of at least as mmh n a h d u m c q ~ e n c e  as the ?avy, - 
at y.&e public beacons, and the establishment of public highways and osans d imer&municub 

b , ' w h i c h  has been long a d  ample, t bee m i ~ h t  I h k  is ' h r  mdRy , 

potent cbaraoter to amend t l - ~ ~ % ~ S ~ d  jht#yUm ga4?t;Chcpsd k, .- . - + -- P 

- 
E 

upon your hci&n h a a e  in no humbb measure something of the bettar aod higher lifi of the RepeMe, 
.- p t  strong beyond account, fir good or e d ,  impalp&le to the eye, yet filling the futu$e with: 

honorable bbdy may k d  ' i you lo datgrt$ol 
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M E M O R I A L ,  

To the Honorable the Senate and House o f  Representatives 

of the United states,'' in* kongress aesernbled : 

THE undersigned, citizens of the United States, respectfully represent, that an effort is now making to induce ~ 
your honorably body to pass a law entitled an lnternational Copy Right Law," for the protection of authors in Great i 
Britain and the United States. The  undersigned beg leave to present to Congress their views in relation to such a ' 

J 
law, and to ask that the demand (for the language is not that of petition,) of those persons for this law may not be 
complied with. 

Your petitioners do not think it necessary to go over the arguments of the dem-ts, but will only observe, 
what is plain to d, that in neither country is the perpetual right of an author to his y u W  writings acknowledged, 
but that in both it is distinctly denied that they have any such right, and as yxm petitionas balieve, with perfect justice. 1 

In both countries the extent aE the author's right is clearly defined md legany b e d  by their respective govern- 
ments. These kcta being borne m &, it will be seen that dl arguments founded on the justice or right of the 
elaim set up, are stwqt away at O E K ~  If in either country it were thought that the compensation of the author was 
at sufficient, the okmas remedy rmatd be to extend the period of oppy right a t  borne. @na years added to the term 
there, would add mss a its value &a m y  international law. I t  seems to your peti&xiWs, then, that the ground of 

I expediency* tba o m  on which tha la* can be urged. I. it La lll~ad~an-le American people that 
1 this law should be rraal by Con-? Your petitioners m, decidedly, it is m&. Fw bow., are we as a people 
I be affected by it? By far the greatest and best portion of the bwks read in A'- States are, and it is pre- 

mooed for many 4 cuntinue to be, the productions of the Living w t h o n  if onat Britain. Their valuable works 
I .re scattered o m  a w b l e  coi~ntrg as soon as they reach our shores, and sold at prices unparalleled for cheapness in 
any other part uf Phg w d d  ; and from this source our people gain an amollat of information that could be given them 
ia no other way, and a taste for literature is created and fostered, alilie beneficial to the reader and the American author 

I and bookseller. T o u t  off this supply, as this law would entirely do, taking from our newspapers and journals the best 
portion of their -tents, and destroying the great distribution of cheap books; and thus making the whole literature of 
England a b l a d  to our people, would, in the opinion of your petitioners, retard the cause of p o p d a ~  education jn our 
country more than all the efforts of'government could do for its advancement in half a century. It seems to your peti- 
t i m e r s  that thbr subiect is not to be considered as one between the authors and booksellers of Gre* Britain and the 

Y petitioners would further advert to the ous effect the proposed law would have several important 
banchcsqbus ines .  in the United States. The eased price of books consequent upon ssage of the law, f 4 
m l d  re* the sales a t  least three quarters; and i an be seen at a glance how vitally thispould affect the paper 1 
mufact-,  the printer, the type founder, the book- der, and the various interests depending on them, in part a t  . 

: k t ,  for *port. I;n all the above named branches business immense numbers of operative~~are enlployed, a large . 1 
f 1 p p o r t i m b  whom are females. Thousands of inevitably be discharged and thro* upon the world for a 

pecarious ehsistence on the passage of the 
I 
I For the above reasons, of the many which migL be given, against the passage of the said law, we would respect- 
: fullg r e m v  e e s t  the prayer of the petitioner 

.- n 



M E M O R I A L ,  
- .  

To the &'m the Senatc ,. nd IIozcse 

- *l$?3! o f t  

1- ' 1 

THE under ned, citizere 9f the United n effort is n p  making to induce 
your honorably bodf to pass a la.. entitled an the protect* of authors in Great 
Britain and the b i t e d  States. The undersi s their viewbn relation to such a 

law, and to ask @at the demarid (for the la e persms fohthis law mav not be 
I complied with. -i b . . 

Y m  petiti ers do not think it n emandants, ut will only observe, 
what is plain to aJl f that in neitI country i published w tings acknorvledged, B 
but that i n ~ b t h  distinctly denied that t ers believy with justice$ 
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f f irts  of government could do ncement in half a c 







' To the Se d Howe of Reprei&tatiues of the Unrted ~ b t c s :  
- --.- 

THE undersigned, Men of Letters and Citizens of the United States, interested In marly ways i n  
ihe cause of Literature, petition your ionorable bodies for the passage of a law for the proper regu- 
lation of the copy-right of books. Having consideretl the matter in all its various aspects, and uncle1 
b the lighuhed upon it by the repeated discussions of the last few years, they beg respectfully c 

other kind of property, for which no good reason has been or can be assigned ; ~vll ich is unjust in  &ha 
very nature of it, and extremely injurious in its practical operations. 

That the author of a book is the sole and exclusive owner of it, as much as the farmer is of h i i  

but the Lam now sought. 
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irregular and uncertain traffic, discouraging to the ernploy!ment of sound mercantile i -- I I 

That American authors, while they del recate a mer- Ir . . 
-as 'I( , desire, : 
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-,,.. , and the establishment of public highways and means of intercommunication. 
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To the Honorable the Senate and House o f ~ e ~ r e s e > t a I ~ e s  8 

-. .- o f  ~ h e  United States, in Congress assembled : 

THE undersigned, citizens of the United States, respectfully represent, that an effort is now making to induce 
your honorably body to pass a law entitled an c L  lnternational Copy Right Law," fm the protection of authors in Great 

' Britain and the united States. The undersigned beg leive to present to Congms their views. in relation to such n : 
law, and to ask that the demand (for the language is not that of petition,) of persons for this ltiw may not be 
complied with. 

Your petitioners do lmt think it necessary to go over the arguments of thedemandants, but will only obseiv6 
what is plain to all, that in neither country is the perpetual right of an author to writings 
but that in both it is distinctl~denied that *they have any such right, and as your with perfect justice. 

ation of the author 
s added to the t 

this law sho~xld be enacted For how are we as a 
to be affected by i t ?  By 

making the wh& l i t m t u r  

F Your petitioqers would furtber adyert to the injurious effect the proposed law would have upon several im taa~ 
branches of businek in the United .States. The increased price of h o k s  consequent upon the passage of the Ian-: 
~vould reduce the sdes at least three part-; and it can be seen at a 'glance how vitally this 11-ould affect thc paper 

b manufacturer, the @ls&r, the type famder, tbe book-binder, and the various interests depending on them, in part a t  
least, for support. % dl the above named branches of business immense numbers of operatives are en~ployed, a large 
proportion of wbcm'are females. "hmmub af h e  must inevitably be discharged and thrown upon the world for a 
precarious subsistemte on the passage of the p p d  law. 



M E M O R I A L ,  

To ehe Honot-able the Senate and House of Representatizjes 

of the United States, in  Congress assembled : 

THE undersigned, citizens of the United States, respectfully represent, that an effort is now making to induce 
your honorably body to pass a law entitled an i L  International Copy Right Law," for the protection of authors in Great 
Britain and the United States. The  undersigned beg leave to present to Congress their views in relation to such a 
law, and to ask that .the demand (for the language is not,that of petition,) of those persons for this law may not be 
co~nplied with. , 

Your petitioners do not think it necessary to go over the arguments of the demandants, but will only observe, 

claim set up, are swept away a t  once. 

proportion d whom are females. Thousands of these must inevit 
precarious subsistence - on the passage of the proposed law. 

* 

fully remon*rate against the prayer of the petitioners being granted. 
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