










Kaiser-All ee 18 

Berlin, W.15. 

Berlin ,Jul y 2f s t 1937 

Mrss. O'Brien,Driscoll & Raftery 

152 West 42 nd street 

:sew Yor k City 

Dear Gentlemen , 

I aoknowl edge reoeipt of your kind l etter of J une l 8 .As my bro­

ther- in-law is not living any l onger in New York I may let you 

know t he negotiat ions a re to be made betwe en Berl i n and you di ­

r ectly. Though my friends having entered i nto some other nego t ia­

tions on a ccount of t he del a y of your letter I hope Mr .LaPor te 

will receive the informations and samples neede d in a short 

while. Afte r examining them Mr .LaPort e may g i ve me his proposal s 

f or the agr eement int ended.! should be anxious to l earn whether 

or not his f ormer fi nancial group take i nterest to manage the 

matter as before. Because supposi ng you are acquainted since l ong 

wi t h Mr. Laport e and his par t ners either,I should l i ke to get 

from you some ,of course strictly confi dential info rmat i ons 

r. Laporte and h is partners as to their personal and techn i cal 

qual i ties,the ir f inancial powers ,reliabili t y and r eput a tion.! 

am sure such an i nf ormat i on given f rom you could be i mpor t an t 

fo r qu ickening t hose negotiations . 

Your s truly 

C/ fiLl 
Themal 

tr -.i 



J e 37 . 

D 



c y 

L P""lRTE 

S I th 
ee ived. 

at 
1 

s tr v, 

1 

I 



, 

r • 

tt r, 



t T e.al,Berl_ W.15 

Kaiser- Al l ee 18 

Mr .Art ur F.Drisooll 

Dear Sir: 

~ J 

Berlin ,May 12, 19 37 

152 West 42 nd stree t 

New York City. 

wi t. r eferen e to your le t ter of Octo\er 1 st as t o recor in­

ter es t of Mr .LaPorte I e t o infor. you so e 0 stac l es t hat 

hinder • • the cont inuance of our ne ot i a tions are remoTet. So 1 

t ake li.erty of asking you whe ther or not Ur .Laporte is inter­

estei in t . is a tter as .efore.ln t he eant i e . y fri ents haTe 

sate t e patent applica tion in Washington.On condition t e pro­

cess woul ae hel confi ential as Yr.Laport e st te i in i s l et­

t ere of 2une 29 tA an OctoBer 15 t I shoul . like t o haTe tour 

k i na aT i ce upon t he present s tan.point of r. Lapor t e in t h is 

a tt er. 

Very truly your s 



Ern t Themal 

Berlin , .15. 

Y-aiser- Allee 18 Ber1·n , October 22 . 193 

b 0 ( 

1 easrs . 

O'Brien, riscol & R ftery, 

Dear Gentlemen, 

152 fest 42 nd street, 

"e ork City 

in reference to your letter of ctober 1st I be to in­

form you t at my friends ill file the p tent a plication TIi~hil 

t ,fO week~. ter thi s h .... s been done _ r. LaPorte can hG.ve thin _s 

needed f r hie experiments and a c P . of t he applic tion i ,­

mediately. 

Yours very truly 
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Ernest 'Ihemal 
Berlin, • 15, 
Kaiser- Allee 18 

s. u'Brien, Driscoll 

Law Orfi ces 

152 est 42nd 'treet 

New York City 

fear entlemen: 

(COPY) 
August 1 J 1936 

Raftery 

In reference to your le t ter of July 20, sent jOintly 
lth -r. LaPorte tc r. Baum, my rother-in-la, I beg to 

reply: 

You are r1g t to pre s e , that the words Children 
book edvertlseme t reoords' ere mer ely used in my radiogram 
for descr ibing t ~e t hings hloh toe radl0 ram refers to. 
~ound records, sound record books may e exploited by the buyer 
of the rIghts for any p~r osee he ant. for instance f or 
lessons (language-les~ons, s t enography-lessons) good mother 
rhymes, fairy- tales. merry things, sound film alb • usual 
sound records or anything else according to the wa t of th e 
buyer. 

r. Alois eng er. B&rli -bchoneberg, Numphenburgerstr 
Nr . 4 and r . ranz eu ann, berl1n- Oharlottenourg, ommse n­
str. 47 are together the 0 ners of all r1ghts en the formulas , 
proce sses , e~apes fLr the re cords ana the books. I have dis -
cussed your let t e t these gentlemen. ~lthough they can 
unders t and your points of View, they beg to perceive t e ir own 
standpOints t oo, in orde r to bring forth an agr eement very soon. 

11 obje cts and processes and formulas are pro t eoted 
par t y by patent applIcation ade in Ger any, partly in Germans 
by "Gebrauchsmuster" or eschmacks uEte " . r eapplicat i ons 
fa t he patents are made 1n such a ay, tha t t e right s of 
pr10rity f r t he Uni~ed bt ates can oe claimed and used till the 
end of t · s year . erman patent has a durat10n of eighteen 
years fr om the date of the applicat ion. I t as the 1 ee ot the 

owners t o roBk pl icattons ~or the pa tents in Amerioa, be ore the 
conte, ts of their 19ht 00 1 have got kno n in Amerioa (for ex­
ample by the ublication of the German patents). Ther ore they 
ma e the laying out and the g1vLlg of the fo lal patent r1ghts 
postpone by the Ger an .at nt-Office. ~he 0 1catio· howeve r . 
are acknowledgec a atentable by the oompetent official ( 'VorprUfer) 
I eo Bure you !rno 'J this is very:tmportant , because . of the prelimi-. 
nary examination 1s very stric t in Germany. ~. friends' ri ts 
oome out 0 all their applications and inolude produoing unbreek-
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(not round) able sound .. corda a r und bapes, aT unroun 
shapeB, and of book shapes , 'for hatever scope 
of whatever shapes. In thl 8y are p tected: 

or purposes an 

1). noun record 0 rOllnd hanes, fj 1c Ire 
books 'for 11 purpo es, ound record 0 unrollnd h pe (adapted 
to the sha e of at adve 1 ement article), the eby l' teriaed 
tb t there 1s lled a round layer co 1 ti a a .ellul se 
lacemer co lJo""ed ,,1 th a certa in kin 0'" Il tUl' 1 or artific ial 
resin. 

2). Acco r d! ~ to 1, but thereby charaoteri ad t at a 
oert in "tif ening substance 1 110 edt which es the recor 
playable ith any needle. 

~). Aceor ing to 1-2, but thereby characterise t t 
the stiffe tng ubst nae 1 in collo1dal condition in ~unpens10 
with the sou d 1 nruer layer. 

4). Aceor ing to 1-3 , but th r y ~h recter Bed t 
the sound lac uer layer i ut on the hole o~ the surf ce 0 
reoord, of the book page, or 0 the loture of the not rou d 

the 
ecord. 

haseo plication 
end on the lnal uro u~t 

e the right on the proae se , 
fe e t p ooes 96 0 both, the 

u aoturi 0 the not r nn 
ermany by eschmacksmu~ter. 

soun layer and the 
record~ 1~ protected , oreover, in 
or thi. ri ht , other 

the ri ht a priority 
0'" the shapeD 0 tea 
by , ebrauch muster". 
i ede ( th prior t. 
th t sound reaorde are 
monne that the record 

or a p ten 1 ma e i ~n 1 nd , 
reserved. he hole a d the particulars 

und lcttre book are protected in Oer y 
nother a 11c tiOD or p tent, there 0 e. 

ri ht or arioe), th reby charncteri ed 
applied to 8 hole of book in such a 
it elf 1s a book page. 

~h ate raw mat ri 1 and or the ready made 
sou d layer lnc uer are ell kno to y friend. roducing one 
kg (kilogram) of that so d lacouer layer co t h2 cents in the 

A, inol ding the st1r ening ubstanoe and every t hin else . Thl 
rate o~ 52 cents caD be reduced to 46 cento by ean of reat 
or ers . All I' W materials are available in ueAt but the ot1rrenlng 
ubstance is to be got fro Ge any by my bu inee friends . This 
tiffe ing substance i J ho ever, without any i portence or the 
rice, ~or 100 kilograms 0 the so nd layer 1 cruer contain only 

, kilogrammes of the ~t irfenlng substanoe, one kllogramme of the 
lacouer contains only 70 gr es of the stiffening sub tane e . You 
can produc e th one kilogram of the soune laoouer 14 pieces 10 
inoh not 1'0 recor B double- i ed 

90 pIeces 4 inoh not r oun r ecor do' ble- ided 
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150 pieces 4 inch not round records one- 1ded 

120 " 6 

he 5 all reoord I howed yo 
ide • 100 logr es of tb 

all included bo t 24 Dollar 
lacquer layer contain for 1 
ub t nc • Tts , indeed, 

for the 0 r board , 
c rdboard th laze surfac~ or a 

r a ilable 1 D A too. 

" " 

8-inoh reco d one~ 

e 
ti 

either e oheap 

ork 

o rdbo rd. These 

The sound Iflc uer is put on th c rd-board by sprsyirlg 
(irbrush-process) Th r re t aye. ou (' n u e the well-known 
gun . R1 t or incrp aslng the produotion and for redto1 g tea es 
it is better to apply B ray- uto atons espeoially de. 1 ned for that 
pro. es. lrln~ this ppar-tus t factory irIs CAn pr uce 
2 00 ten-inch recor or 10000 0 r-i ch reoords dur n a1 ht hours. 

he contp ~or rinting nd rece tion re notcon tdere , 
they orrespond to the ~ount of the ed1tio~. 

t e fol ow ng nu bers you y out 0 
costs o~ one r aord 
of 60 Pfennig (24 a 
costs for printi g 
lated in German money. 

ee the production 
and on a ege 
ctnry- irl . 

il r a by uai g au torn 
nt ) for the working hour 0 r 

rece tion are not considered. All i ca l cu-

Cardboard LaoQller Lacquerlng--~ressing - Sum total 

10inob 2,7P 9PF lPf 2~r 14 , 7 f 
4 inch 

onesided 
O, 5PF , 5Ft 0, 4Pt 0 , 5 2, 9'PF. 

do ble-sided 
O,bPF 3 t 0 , Pt O,8Pt 5 , lFf 

6 inch 
Oneside d 

l ,b 4Pt' O,5Pf o t 7Ft ,7pt 

not ronnd 
1 , 8p r. 4.8pr O,9pr Pf. 8 , bPf. 

'r . Dengler, ever since many years an expert of this 
line o~ bUL iIi ess, . arrant s the Accuracy and th rightness of all 
above particulars. 
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'y fr1en s un r ta that yo "8 t to oontrol all 
details oonoe ing prices , orkabl11ty, eto. ut. I think, you 
will understand too that my rlen s are not yet ouite disposed to 
send you 1 cquer, unprear.e reco d d n ex' t direction for 
u~e , 1n th~ pre ent at te 0 our ne ot1at1on . . t1 to raol1 i­
tate the d1 oues10n ~h y ropo e to m ke real but a conditioned 
c ontraot. bey BUg est 0 mak r1 ght agre ment 1 th all desired 
articular, the val! 1 y of loh, ho ever, may de end on that 
11 abo part'cul TO anc d tails re true an ri t, and that 

the praoticability n the rkab11ity h ve een c cs tined. r 
t inlr , e ctn go '1 itho t the 0 tiona cone >rnit thA pr ce, 
an e aunt 0 10000 uollArs c be rranged lth tre t r that a 
outl t a ore th n 2,000.000 recor ~ involves for every add! tional 
1000 reoords ed it10 61 ch reo 1 e ollars . he 8 aunt 1 
P YBble to ank or to r. c~ord1ng 0 0 r der. r.Baum 
or a other re rese tatlve ordered by us he t e rl t to get all 
1 on t on a d examinat ion de"'lred by y 1 riend in the c o"r e 
of the bu tne ~ 1e 11n B. h P yOJ or 'r . Fort~ soul 11 e 
to dssign the particulars or ,'uch proposal ith all det i1s you 
.. ant in any r E ot. f' rl e p1e u si r i"or en hil g me 

o 1 eus e ma tt r ith y friend< am to present your signs 
to Olr aut 0 itlee. (nevi n telle). I thj condition d ee-
ent '~ ma e (it can de v u101y), y rien Bre ready 
nd wi ling to g1 a sPorta 11 he 8nt~ fo t e ex ination 

(lacquer, un re e recor s, ppl or a, e tc. ) 0_ prey t1ng 
t at r. L art has to y or to deposit the a ~unt , it ey be 

u lel nt the"" a b nk 0 be t re utati 1 nt , the ollnt 
11 be i in ue t1 e, 10 h ree be ore too. 
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r. alter • Beum J uly 20,1936 

we understand it thl P t nt has not been register d in this 
oountry. 

e 

lett r to yo s 1n th t yo have 
for the di posltl0 a d ale of 

e can ive any an r to 
o Id be neces ary for us 

t e Dl oe b fore you 
eek. I h ve talked 
letter to yO\ Jointly. 
po e .t. 
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J une 30, 1~3e 

Memorandum re Mr. LaPorte and Mr. Ernes t Themal 

Fred Waring t elephoned today ask 1ng me to see 
a Mr . LaPor te and a Mr. Themel fro Ge rmany re a patented 
process o 

Mr . Themal and VJ. LaPorte called . Mr. Paul 
O' Brien sat 1n w it~ me i n the confe r ence . Mr. Themel's 
fu ll name 1s! 

Er n est Themal, 
Berlin W. 15 , 
Ka1seral l ee 18, 
Germany . 

He is an attorney practicing law in Germany, and is the 
legal represen t atlve of the 1nv ntors of certain processes. 
Mr . LaPor1e is engaged in the recording buSiness, and in 
turn i nteres t d 0 Waring in this particular matter. 

Mr. Themal's client has invented a lacquer that 
can be app11ed to cardboard or other similar surfaces and i s 
hard enough to take the impression just the same as hard 
rubber so that it may be used as a recording surface for 
phonograph records and th i ngs of that t ype. Mr. LaPorte 
is very enthusiastic about the prospects of the thing, and 
ants t o t i e it up . 

The inventors have a patent appl i cation pending 
in Germany . Mr . Themal informs us that under t he present 
l aw in Germany no domestic patent can be sold abroad without 
fir~t having s ecured the pe rmission of the Devi ce Offi ce, a s 
he call ed it, whi ch correspondent s to our Pa t ent Of f ice , end 
that any cont r 9ct is illegal unti l that permission is secured. 
He propo sed to w1re his pr inci pal s in Berlin a sk i ng them to 
secure t he permis sion of the Device Of fi ce, and then to wi re 
answer s to t hree propositions: 

( 1) What they would tak e for an option ; 

(2) ow l ong t ha t opti on would be , ~~d 

(3) What t he pur chase price of t he Ameri can r ights 
would be at the end of t he op t i on pe riod. 

Mr . Thema l 1s r etur nin g t o Germany , but aft er his 
depa r t ure the matter wi ll be bandI ed by hi s br other-in- law 
Walte r Baun, 240 N. l02nd Street, ew York, apartment 51. 

A. F . D. 



PLEASE I NFO RM • LA PO RTE THAT PRINC IF ALY HE F-AS THE 

RIGHT (AUSNUTZUNGSRECHT ) CO NCERNI NG CHILDREN BOOK 

A VERTISMENT RECO RDS FO R THE UN! ED STA ES OF AMERICA 

P I CE 1 0 ,000 Do l l ars. IF THE TURID VER IS M)RE THAN TWO -

I LLIO N RECO RDS:ro EACH 'rHO USAND MJ BE (FI VE 00 LLARS ) • 

YOU GET AN OPTIO ON THIS STARTING .nJLY 15th AND RUNNING 

ILL SEPTID ER 15th 1936. r_'HE PRI CE roR OPTION (FIVE-

HUNDRED 00 LLARS) m R EACH NTH PA ABLE IN NEW YO RK 

'ID WALTER H. BAm!, 49 WEST 71st ST., NEW RK CITY . 
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